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HIRE LA’S Youth participant Adaena Aviles, 22 (right) shared her 
experience with the program with Channel 35.   

News for the Week of May 20, 2019 

HIRE LA’S YOUTH SATUR-YAY – 662 YOUTH REGISTERED FOR SUMMER JOBS  
Approximately 662 young 
Angelenos attended HIRE 
LA’S Youth Super Satur-
Yay event May 18, 2019, 
the City’s official summer 
kick-off event for Mayor 
Eric Garcetti’s youth 
employment initiative. 
EWDD’s 14 YouthSource 
Centers opened up their 
doors for the special 
event, providing an 
opportunity for youth to 
visit their local 
YouthSource Center and 
get first dibs on a summer 
job through HIRE LA’s 
Youth by giving them a 
chance to register and fill 
out required paperwork 

on-site. The program gives youth a chance to build skills that will last them a lifetime, said 
Makeda Vela, YouthSource Director. “This gives an opportunity to see what it’s like to get out 
there, earn an honest paycheck and realize their dreams,” she said. Makeda and long-time 
HIRE LA’s Youth participant Adaena Aviles, 22, were both interviewed about the program for a 
segment on LA This Week, Channel 35’s weekly news program that highlights the week’s 
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events in LA and City government. “This program has been like a second family to me,” 
Adaena said. “I started HIRE LA’s Youth when I was 14 years old. I was able to get my first 
job experience, which is something that not many people are willing to give to a 14 year old.” 
Adaena said that after trying out different jobs, it was only after she began teaching financial 
literacy as part of the program that she realized she had an aptitude and passion for business 
and finance. Now, she will major in business when she transfers to California State University, 
Los Angeles this fall. Adaena shared that it’s important that employers continue to provide 
jobs through HIRE LA’s Youth because, “We are the future of this country. We are the future 
of the world, so just letting us in at such a young age, it really helps us build ourselves.”  
 

HOLLYWOOD WSC HOSTS SECOND CHANCE CAREER AND RESOURCE FAIR  

The Hollywood WorkSource Center held its Second Chance Career and Resource Fair on May 
7, 2019, providing an opportunity for individuals released from prison or with a history of 
involvement with the justice system to meet with re-entry friendly employers. Approximately 
260 job seekers attended the job fair, where 40 employers were on-hand offering jobs in 
construction, healthcare, hospitality, retail, transportation, security and other fields. Re-entry 
resource providers were also available at the fair, including the LA County Public Defender, 
which offered information on offense reduction or expungement under Prop 64 along with 
other services. Residential re-entry provider Behavioral Systems Southwest and GRYD 
provider Breaking Through Barriers To Success were also in attendance, among other 
organizations and offered help to job seekers and their families to mitigate personal barriers 
toward a new career and provide a second chance for success. 
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NORTH VALLEY BSC HELPS LONG-TERM CLIENT EXPAND TO THREE LOCATIONS 
The North Valley BusinessSource Center (BSC), overseen by EWDD partner VEDC, helped 
long-term client Mariana Ospital obtain several loans over two years to expand her business 
Mariana Services, which recently celebrated the grand opening of its third location in Arleta. 
Mariana first visited the North Valley BSC in March 2017, after a bank declined to provide a 
loan she needed to expand her business, which includes tax, insurance, legal, travel and auto 
registration services, along with immigration consulting and civil marriages. The BSC 
provided guidance in navigating the loan process and assisted Mariana with loan packaging, 
and she was approved for a $25,000 loan which allowed her to expand, purchase new 
equipment and hire two additional staff members. Mariana continued to work with the North 
Valley BSC, where she received several consultations on how to improve her cash flow, which 
helped increase her business’ profits by 160 percent. Mariana also continued to attend 
workshops sponsored by the BSC to learn new concepts, and by February 2018, Mariana was 
able to pay off her $25,000 loan in full. In June 2018, Mariana returned to the North Valley 
BSC for an additional $50,000 in funding to assist with another expansion in the San 
Fernando Valley. She received the funding for her second location, which created an 
additional two jobs. The profitability of her business paved the way for Mariana to open a 
third location in Arleta, which celebrated with a ribbon cutting on April 1, 2019.  
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WEST VALLEY BSC HELPS ENTREPRENEUR OBTAIN LOAN, EXPAND EXPORT BIZ 
The West Valley BusinessSource Center 
(BSC) assisted entrepreneur Mirna 
Aracely Garcias in securing a $50,000 
Small Business Administration loan, 
helping her business La Fiesta Party 
Supplies and Gifts overcome cash flow 
issues and increase sales by 10 
percent. Mirna emigrated from 
Guatamala to the U.S. in 2000 in 
search of a better life with hopes of 
achieving the American Dream. Soon 
after, she met the man who ultimately 
became her husband. They decided to 
open a business in the City of Los 
Angeles and together, opened a party 
supply store. After spending three 
years establishing the business, their 
business began to grow, though they 
encountered some cash flow issues due 
to the seasonal nature of the party 
supply business. They visited the local 
U.S. Small Business Administration 
(SBA) district office where they 
received a referral to the West Valley 
BusinessSource Center for access to 
capital consulting. The West Valley 
BSC packaged their loan application 
and earlier this year, they were 
approved for a $50,000 SBA loan. The 
loan helped Mirna’s business overcome 
its cash flow issues and led to a 10 
percent increase in sales. The loan also 

enabled the party supply company to become distributers and fulfill orders nationally and 
internationally. In April 2019, La Fiesta Party Supplies and Gifts was officially named the SBA 
Small Business Exporting Business of the year, which Mirna utilizes as a marketing tool build 
her the company’s international portfolio. La Fiesta Party Supplies and Gifts is now growing 
at such a rapid pace that they are looking to hire a part time employee and are exploring the 
possibility of expanding to a new location in Los Angeles. 
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BUSINESS METRICS: 

LABSCs Reporting: North Valley, West Valley, South Valley, South LA, East LA, 
Mid City, Central West, Hollywood and Harbor 

Microenterprise enrolled 21 

Microenterprise assisted 95 

Small businesses enrolled 4 

Small businesses assisted 27 

Number of BSC clients who attended workshops 77 
 
 
 
 
WORKFORCE METRICS: 
(arrows indicate weekly trend) 

 
CalJobs  (online and mobile)  WorkSource Centers 
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"Updates" is the weekly report from the EWDD Interim General Manager to the Office of Mayor Eric 
Garcetti, and is produced by EWDD’s communications section. If you have questions, comments or 
wish to have a contribution considered for an upcoming "Updates," please contact Jamie Francisco at 
(213) 744-9048 or Jamie.Francisco@lacity.org 
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